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stage of a child's upbringing as primarily an educational
responsibility, in contrast to the first two years after birth
when its life is regarded principally as a health concern. It
may thus be said that, although ahead of North American
practice, Britain lags behind several of its continental neigh-
bours in failing to attach to the kindergarten phase of educa-
tion the same importance as it has learned to accord to the
stages that follow.

Faced as they have been with the increasing competition
of free and efficient statutory primary schools, whose pupils
have gradually improved in tidiness and cleanliness, it has
been hard for independent primary schools to survive withoiK
being either inefficient or expensive. In 1918 private schools
were all but handed over to the tender mercies of the local
education authorities, who were to have been allowed to decide
whether or not they were efficient. And, according to the
milder wording that was then substituted, it was only if they
were open to official inspection that a parent could claim in a
court that he had sent his child to school as commanded by
the law. Thus many that dared not invite inspection were
bluffed into closing down. The remainder were subject in
1944 to compulsory national registration and public inspection,
and to a risk of being closed down if their premises, accommo-
dation, curriculum, or personnel were adjudged unsuitable.
We are thus gradually reaching an age in which a curious
social and educational cleavage is becoming apparent. On the
one hand are those that choose to pay for their children's
education, believing that they are thereby doing the best that
they can for them, even if only in speech and manners. And
on the other hand are those who accept the education the
community provides. With this difference of outlook there
goes a whole world of difference in speech and dress and
behaviour. All is not snobbishness on the one side, nor is all
slum on the other. Yet in the minds of many the two tend
to be separated by an almost unpassable taboq. And behind
this lies the uncharitable memory that our elementary schools
originated in a wave of charity, and the equalitarian feeling